
[image: ]10th Grade AP World History
Unit 3
Suggested Duration: 11 Days 
Date to Date

LAND BASED EMPIRES: 1450-1750
UNIT PLAN




Table of Contents
UNIT NARRATIVE	1
CONTENT STANDARDS	2
UNDERSTANDINGS AND QUESTIONS	3
ROADMAP	4
UNPACKED STANDARDS	9
VERTICAL STANDARDS	9
VOCABULARY GLOSSARY	9



	[bookmark: _Toc203931158]UNIT NARRATIVE

	[bookmark: _Toc203930809][bookmark: _Toc203931159]This unit explores how land-based empires—such as the Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal, Qing, and Russian Empires—expanded and consolidated power between 1450 and 1750. Rulers used gunpowder weapons, centralized bureaucracies, and religion to legitimize authority and control diverse populations.
[bookmark: _Toc203930810][bookmark: _Toc203931160]State-building relied on administrative innovations (e.g., devshirme, civil service exams), religious policies (e.g., Shi’a Islam in Safavid Iran, religious tolerance in Mughal India), and monumental architecture (e.g., Taj Mahal, Ottoman mosques) to project power and unify their subjects.
[bookmark: _Toc203930811][bookmark: _Toc203931161]A key theme is the connection between political authority and culture, as leaders used art, architecture, and religion to reinforce legitimacy. Students analyze both the tools of empire and the tensions of governance in multicultural societies, laying the foundation for understanding state power in the early modern world. 

Join the online PLC community on teams for course updates and information. Contact the curriculum manager, Chelsee Alcantara for any further questions about the course. 
General | AP World History Teachers | Microsoft Teams




[bookmark: _Toc69341603][bookmark: _Toc203931162]CONTENT STANDARDS
Below are the standards taught and assessed in this unit. 

	On The Exam 
	Course & Exam Description

	Content: 
Topic 3.3: Empires – Belief Systems: Explain continuity and change within various belief systems during the period from 1450-1750. 
Topic 3.4: Comparison in Land Based Empires: Compare the methods by which various empires increased their influence from 1450-1750. 

Skill Alignment 
Developments & Processes (1B): Explain a historical concept, development, or process 
Contextualization (5B): Explain how a specific historical development or process relates to another historical development or process. 
Argumentation (6A): Make a historically defensible claim. 
Argumentation (6B): Support an argument using specific and relevant evidence. 

Reasoning Process Alignment 
Comparison: Explain the relative historical significance of similarities and/or differences between different historical developments or processes. 
	Although the exam only covers belief systems, all topics and skills can be tested on the AP Exam in May: 
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf 












[bookmark: _Toc203931163]UNDERSTANDINGS AND QUESTIONS
Important big ideas and processes for the unit.



	Key Understandings

	· Expansion of Land Based Empires: 
· Between 1450 and 1750, empires across Eurasia expanded significantly through the use of gunpowder weapons and professional militaries, resulting in increased centralization and competition among states.
· Religious & Political Legitimacy: 
· Rulers used religious ideas, art, and monumental architecture to legitimize their power and unify diverse populations. This included alliances with state religions, divine rule ideologies, and religious tolerance policies.’
· Bureaucratic & Administrative Reform: 
· Empires strengthened control through the development of professional bureaucracies, centralized taxation systems, and policies designed to integrate or manage diverse ethnic and religious groups.
· Conflict & Competition
· Empires such as the Ottoman and Safavid often clashed over religious and territorial disputes, while others engaged in internal struggles over succession, reform, and resistance from marginalized groups.
· Continuity & Change in Governance: 
· While new empires rose with innovations in military and administration, many continued older traditions of imperial rule, such as Confucian bureaucracy in China or feudal hierarchy in Russia.



	Key Questions

	1. How did land-based empires expand and consolidate power from 1450 to 1750? 
2. In what ways did rulers use religion to justify and maintain their authority?
3. How did different empires manage the challenges of governing diverse populations?
4. What role did military technology and gunpowder weapons play in empire-building?
5. How did art, architecture, and public rituals serve as tools of political legitimacy?
6. How did the structure and role of bureaucracies differ among major empires like the Qing, Ottoman, Mughal, and Russian states?
7. How did religious conflict and tolerance vary across land-based empires?
8. What patterns of continuity and change can be seen in governance from earlier periods (e.g., Mongol, Islamic Caliphates, Yuan China)?
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